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whom they placed all their confidence. They
clamoured to be allowed to return, dreading the
dangers of an advance without a competent leader.
Vadillo was furious, and refused to listen for a
moment. He was a fugitive from justice, and
knew that only a prison awaited him on his return.
Unwillingly, the sorely tried men continued their
march until at length they arrived at CaK, where
Belalcazar had formed a settlement and founded
a town. They were reduced to half their number
and the survivors mutinied, positively refusing any
longer to follow Vadillo. He went on, almost alone,
to Popayan. There the Governor, Aldana, sent him
by Quito to the Port of Payta, whence he returned
to Spain. His lawsuit lasted for his lifetime. He
died in poverty at Seville before it was concluded.
Vadillo had made a very important discovery.
The valley of the Cauca is 420 miles long, con-
taining many rich and fertile districts, and the
best gold-mines in the whole region. Aldana
saw its importance, and resolved to send an expe-
dition down the valley to form settlements and
occupy the country. He selected for this duty an
officer named Jorge Eobledo, who had been a
follower of Belalcazar. Aldana impressed upon
him the duty of treating the natives with kindness